Dentist and patient evaluation of an electronic dental analgesia system for controlling discomfort of injections.
A number of dedicated electronic dental analgesia (EDA) systems have become available in recent years. In this study the attitudes of operators and patients were investigated by means of a post-treatment questionnaire, to the use of a new system for providing surface anaesthesia before administration of local anaesthesia. Levels of effectiveness were rated as similar to those of surface anaesthesia by the dental evaluators, who found the EDA system more time consuming. They felt that the EDA system reduced the discomfort of injections in only 26% of cases. Sixty per cent of the respondent patients who had previously experienced surface anaesthesia thought the EDA system controlled injection discomfort, and 64% stated that they would request the system in future.